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Eugenio Colorni (1909-1944) was a Jewish-born socialist philosopher-politician of great distinction.
 It makes sense that scholars of various specializations (historians, literary critics, scholars of aesthetic, scientific and general philosophy, labor movement politicians, etc.) have gradually become interested in different aspects of his work.  But in my opinion, an effective understanding of his theoretical-practical message requires taking into account all these dimensions (and others as well, such as his interest in the sciences of the psyche, mathematics, physics, economics, etc.)—united as they are by a common thread that fortunately can be traced through the short journey of his life.
In particular, unlike Norberto Bobbio (the first editor of Colorni’s writings, Scritti di Colorni – La Nuova Italia, 1975), in my introductions to this series of small volumes now translated into English for the Bordighera Press, I have consistently taken account of the political dimension alongside Colorni’s philosophy and other fields of expertise. (And I am pleased to see that this need for knowledge has been fully embraced by the previous speakers).
Moreover, in studying Colorni, I have tried to “hold together” the past and the future, starting with the teachings of his brother-in-law (and my own mentor) Albert Hirschman—“pioneer” in development economics and professor of social science at the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton N.J. founded by Einstein (which has often hosted Nicoletta Stame and me at its facilities). 
The reason for this is twofold. On the one hand, I believe that it is essential to study the life and work of Eugenio Colorni in the context of his own time. That is to say, respecting his training as a young philosopher confronted with Croce and then with Leibniz (and indirectly with Descartes and Spinoza—that is, with the great philosophical systems that flowed from the discoveries of Galileo, Kepler, Copernicus, Newton, etc.)
; but whose intention was to take Kant's reasoning and generalize it as a critique of anthropomorphism—which included confronting 20th-century philosophy with the findings of relativity and modern physics in general.
 On the other hand, it is also essential to study Eugenio Colorni’s life and work in relation to fascism (to which I will return). In relation, that is, to the ever-changing socio-political atmosphere that marked its trajectory, and within which Colorni’s entire youthful and adult life unfolded—if we exclude the year he spent in Germany (which ended painfully with Hitler’s concurrent rise to power).
At the same time, as a professor of political economy, I have long felt the need to discuss a number of Colorni’s theses in terms of today and tomorrow—that is, to examine their extraordinary and even “prospective” relevance. As I look back, this was what Albert Hirschman was trying to teach me when he contended that for him Eugenio was still present—as if he were waiting for us, watchful, in the next room... And we would do well to take this into account in what we were saying about the current events of the moment.
In conclusion, I think it is on this duality (and multiplicity), on this “double-faced Janus” reality, that the merits of Colorni's extraordinary theoretical-practical initiative should be evaluated and heeded. Eugenio was a young anti-fascist democratic philosopher who published his first theoretical-political article in Pietre, a Gobettian-inspired student magazine, and who had long “hung around” intellectual circles close to the “Justice and Freedom” movement. Then, however, having become a professor of philosophy and pedagogy at the Istituto Magistrale Giosué Carducci in Trieste, he decided, in the mid-1930s, to become a militant socialist (“in his own way,” specified Giuliano Vassalli, who would later be President of the Italian Constitutional Court, probably alluding to Colorni’s radical polemic against any claim to a Weltangschauung arising from German ideology and Marxism). “Only Eugenio,” Albert Hirschman told me personally, remembering his time in Trieste in 1937-1938, “knew how to both speak and act.”
Giorgio Amendola, Giovanni’s son, one of Eugenio’s many cousins, rightly argued that “we will not understand the history of Italian anti-fascism [before and during the Second World War] unless we appreciate the importance of a network of strong friendships able to withstand even the harshest political clashes.”
 Many of these anti-fascists were of Jewish origin. Professor Ialongo suggests, in this regard, that I should expand one of my introductions (the one to Colorni’s The Final Year, which is already too long). As a Colornian economist, I would propose instead to our historical Italian-American friends that they make good use of their somewhat secluded location vis-a-vis the motherland to fashion a convincing portrait of democratic, libertarian, cosmopolitan, federalist and federalizing anti-fascist thought of Jewish origin—as the conscious and active wing of a broader social-political movement to which we must once again turn for inspiration…
I recommend this first of all because in Italy (for many reasons
) the reception of Eugenio’s extraordinary contribution was “tormented,” to say the least, during the entire postwar period. Hence your words immediately suggested to me that a work from the outside—more comprehensive and enlightening than what I have been able to construct myself—could have fruitful, exciting consequences, perhaps through links to other experiences contemporary with Eugenio’s (I am thinking, for example, of those of Albert Camus).
There is also a second, more personal reason I would like to share with you. Nicoletta Stame and I met Albert Hirschman back in 1983. For precautionary reasons, he had until then kept a low profile regarding his involvement in Spanish, Italian and French anti-fascism. But I said to him point-blank: I know your story, dear Professor, because I was born within walking distance of where Colorni was shot down. Hence the long struggle of Albert and myself to get the whole issue “back on its feet,” and to revive its prospects. After the fall of the Berlin Wall and a planned European “colloque” in 1995, we briefly seemed to be within a step of succeeding. But Hirschman’s disastrous fall that summer during a vacation in the French Alps put an end to this project we had long cultivated and pursued.
Nicoletta Stame and I have long suffered from the snobbish discrimination reserved for Italian high culture by the Ivy League, and especially from the fact that the crucial dimension—anti-nationalist and anti-imperialist, libertarian, Mediterranean, mildly socialist (pro-social justice), democratic, cosmopolitan, federalist, and fraternal—was in this way being weakened in favor of an increasingly explicit revival of nationalisms all over the world. 
How sweet the taste of revenge. Anthony, Stan, Ernst, Natalia—from New York you have rekindled our hopes!
� More precisely, he was a political intellectual and not a politician with intellectual interests like Altiero Spinelli.


� In the sense that while Leibniz, like Descartes and Spinoza, had constructed a “mechanicist” system inspired by the discoveries of his time, Colorni’s anti-systemic (philosophical and political) endpoint was part of the contemporary era ushered in by Einstein.


� Here I would like to clarify, in response to Professor Pugliese, that in my opinion there is no hierarchy of natural sciences, humanities and social sciences in Colorni, only an extraordinary “greediness,” almost an obsession with “understanding” (wherever and however); and at the same time, naturally enough, there is an expression of specific (sometimes temporary) interests related to the intellectual work that Colorni was trying to develop. It was this, starting in the mid-1930s, that led to his studying psychology, psychoanalysis, mathematics, physics, and to some extent biology..., alongside reading literary and philosophical texts, and perhaps led also to some probing of politics (addressed to Altiero Spinelli), or economics (addressed to Ernesto Rossi). 


� Disciplinary, political, personal, etc., which I obviously cannot dwell on here. It is a fact, however, that only on the occasion of the centenary of Colorni’s birth was there a certain revival of interest (thanks to a new edition of Colorni's writings—La malattia della metafisica [The Illness of Metaphysics] (Einaudi 2009), edited by Geri Cerchiai, and three Conferences whose proceedings have been published by Lacaita Publishers). And it was only after 70 years had passed since Eugenio’s death (2014) that the present series, in Italian and English, covering Colorni’s complete works could be put in the pipeline.  






